. 
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" CONFESSION | 
FAIT 4 


Of the ſeverall Congregations or Chur- , 


ches of Cunis rin London, which are commonly 

(though unjuſtly) called AnaBAPLEISTS., 

PUBLISHED <<: 
- Forthe Vindication of the cruth ,,_ and information of the 
gnorant ; hkewiſe for the raking "off of thoſe af] perſions 
which are frequencly, both 1: Palpic and 
Print, unjuſtly caſt upon then. 

Unte which ts added, 


HEART-BLEED INGS 


for Profeflors abominatione: 


| OR 
Afaithfull Generall Epiſtle ( from the ſame Churches ) REV INE to 


all who have known the way of truth, fore-warning them to flee 
ſecurity,and carelefle watking under the Prof: ion of the 
ſame, diſcovering ſome of Satans wileg,w bureby alſo wanton 
, perſons and their ungodly wayes are difclaimed, 


i p 


nn > en 


But thi; I confeſſe unto thee, ge noon way 3 the yealt beveſte,o worſhip I the Godof my 
Fathers, believing all things that are wri«ten in the law and the p! is and bave 
be pe rewards Go which they themſe lues alſo m oe there jball be a Peſaeredlion 
of the dead ,both of the juff and unjuſt. As 24.1 N 

For we cannos but ſpeak the things we have ſeen and bn Ads 4920, 

Yo ————_—_— 


The fourth Impreſſion, correted. 


Printed at Leith, 1653. 


— 
. 


To the impartiall Reaves. 


T>. conſuderation of thoſe mny er/0.4/5 that ts thu day abroad in the 


World, by which many poor ſouls are deluded throagh t oe 1n/tigations of 
Satan, together with the inventions of men, by reaſon of that grojſe iy- 
nor 4402 Which over-ſpreais toe rats #19 : We /1ade ous ſe/ves engaged to 
bear witneſs to that truth of God which we poof-jſe and practiſe , whic9 u [0 
muc miſt ther, viliſi:4 a14 reje ted; We thret 11: ave willing to re-print this 
enſutns Cont(fion of Faith, toget ver With Atartoblecdin?s foe Pcatel- 
ſors adominations ; ut bt 1g Formerty ſet Forth by the Chu chcs a fe n9.tig ln 
the order of t52 :of e'in LoaJow 415 that which dots cont tin tor petuciyals 
and ſubſteace bth »f theirs au4 1ur Futth 411 ')rder, Aniſirely 1 the Lord 
gi? an un lerſtandin” h:art, and enlight-n2d eyes m th? 1ealing bereof, it vill 
2 4 N24 15 to tate off tat prejudice W162 gen'rally re t;ittche mils 17 many, 
We finde that /t perſons in th:iſe dayes ave ſubj1.# to an» of t9'/e thre ex 
treans viz, To fit diwnin a tate of viczelues, without 70 4in th? world, or elſe. 
to clob5e he nſiivs wich a for i 1s {in T-,wvith» ih t9” DJ Wy 1f tt: 4 "8, fo Walk 
ſhort of the golea rule of the Goſvel in c nt nti 19 295 nC bs in (Babylnn'h taty, 
or b-con2 notional inder preten {el enjnyn:nts tranpling th2 Lord and his t-.At) 
under-foot,as legall,anl t10 crntemptib'e for them to walk in; but if any he-eby 
Jh1/l giiniaformatins ant a h:4't m1 ie willins to fillow the Lamb woith r(0- 
ev-r he goth, 301 {hall hav t'2 »'ary, then(lv's 'þ Vl prap the brine it, and we 
ſhall receiv? our reward, who ſubſcribe our ſclv;s faltofs!! frizn ds to a'l that 
wiſh well to Sion, eB, - 
ad >, Ei A 


Leith the 10.0f the firſt Mone _ # 4-Y, 
vulgarly called March 165j. \&23P7<"\1 / | 
3. SPENS ER. 


Signed in the name and by the ap- ABRA. HOLMES. 
pointment of the Church of TH». POWELL» 
Chrift, #'ually meeting at Joun BRADY. 
Leith aud Ediaburgh- 
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FE 
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READER. 


Courteous Reader, 


' Here nothing wherein Saints ſhauld be 
YN Pore converſant then in promoting the 
Honor of the Lord and hu Chriſt, ſtr}. 
ving ard flvudying ts walk before him 4- 
\ greeable to the T1 uthecorded i in hulWord.; 

Q the conſideration of which, is 4 ſtrong in- 
Jeremy units w to engaze (tothe utmoſt of our abilities) in 
this Work, that when ather men content themſelves by lis 
wing below the Kule, we may ſirive to walk cloſe thereunes, 

( {»tabie 10 the Pattern left ws by God in his Word) and 
kb many account it their glory to turn their backs upon 
what they proſeſied to have received from Chriſt, we may 
GE > ſtrrve 


Tothe Ruavpar, 


rive to honer God, by 4 Hedfaſt continuance in what we 
have received, aud in diligent [peaking the things which + 
we have ſeen and heard from him , the weight ot which at 
firſt prevailed upon us to deciare unts the World this our 
Conteſſion of Faith, and tuchiy! Epiſtie , which we 
have azain reprinied, and made publick , for the Reaſons 


following, 


Firſt, The invitations and earneſt ſolicitations of ſeveral 
of our Brethren, from all parts of the Nation, whoſe hearts 
lons to behol1 in publick ) Our ſtability an perſeverance 'B 
the way and truth of our God, that by tt they may have where. 
wh, to put to ſilence thoſe whe have lately taken liberty to 
reproach and undervalue the Truth profeſſed by us, 


Secondly, That the World may behold that throurh Grace 
(by which alone we ſland) we are preſerved from backſliding 
or revolting from theway and truth, we for ſome years have 
followed God in, In which ithrough faith and obedience) we 
truſt to be continued,unto the comms of our Lord and , aviour 


Feſus Chriſt, 


Thirdly, That we might prevent Satan and his accom- 
plices in their enterpriſes, who have of late abounded more 
then ordinary, mith ſtratagems and inventions to CMrcunte. 
vent pear Saints, in their ftabilt y aud love unto the Truth, 
amonait which, this was ny ſmall one (in ſeveral remate 
parts: that we had caſt off all our former profeſs10n and 
prattiſe, ſo that none remained together, worſhipping: God 
in his way, owing themſelves the Churches of Chriſt, but 
were grown up ts 4 further attainment and light (as they 
ſay) #0 live more immediatly with God and Chriſt, then in 
ſuch low, mean and contemptible a way 4s Ordinances think- 


ing 


\ Tothe R LADHK 
ing. thereby ta humble and d:iſharten many whoſe heats were 
approved to v 84, | 


Fomrthly , That we might take off prejudice from the 
hearts of roſe ( many of nhich we have comfortable hopes ) 
who are, or may be prejudiced azarnft us, from theſe many 
inveclives, and bitter unjuſt reproaches, we are, or may be 
( for worſhippins our God according to our conſcience and rhe 
rule of truth) expoſed unto.and they .if it be the gooa pleaſure 
of eur God) come to underſtand our practiſc,and jubject them- 
ſelves to the Lord in his commands, 


Laſtly, The remembrance of what 700d this eur undert i. 
kings hath formerly dene in the Countries where it hath been 
ſpread ( of whith we have had particular notice ſrom ſeve- 
ral ) whoſe hearts have bee refreſhed therewith) is ny [mall 
inducement to 145 to bring this forth again in print. 


Courteous Friend, We deſire thee ſoberty to: weizh and 
conſider what we have profeſſed before (Men and 1nzels, 
ont of the ſimpl-city of onr hearts, and let not prejudice pree 
vent thy profittinz , but mate it thy creat care and 
ſtudy to grve up thy underſtanding to love and receive 
the Truh, 4s it is in Je{ne, delxahting thy (elfe in that 
Government , which is by his own hand eſtabliſhed in his 
 hanſe; be not diſheartencd althouzh thu ſhouldeff hear of 
the miſcarriage if ſome , knowing that in many things 
we ſinne all, and come ſhort of the Grace of our G O D, 
nor if thou ſhouldeſt be alvertiſed of the falling away of 


any one, do but conſider we live in the laſt azes of the 
| ; world 


_—_ ee ens eee te th tt wats _ 


To theRuxpar, 


world » Wherein wary ſhall cepart from the truth; 
neither is it a new thing for men to relinquiſh their 


profeſsivn ) 

But ftrive thouts follow GOD fully, and te fland fait 
in the ſimplicity of the trath , and GOD our Father, 
and our Lord Feſus Chriſt be with thee , and be thy guiae 


and Counſcllour, 


Signed in the name , and by the appointment 
of the. aforeſaid leverall- Churches, mceting in 
LONDON. 


Wi'liam Kiffen, Edward Harriſon, 
John Spilsbery, Ric 1ard Graves, 
Joſeph Sanlon, Edward Roberts, 
Hugh Goin:1I, Thomas Wacers, 
Thomas Paulc, Henry Forty, 
Joſeph Parſhall, Thomas Young, 
William Conter, Johan Watſon. 


A Confeſs1on 


IE Rae A 
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TEC TIMOTHY TERRY nr TP IRATTT 


A 
CONFESSION of FAITH 


of the ſcyerall Congregations or 


Churches of Chriſt in London, which are 
commonly { though unjuſtly ) called 
ANABAPTIST S. 


I 


Q He T.ord our God is but* one (0d, whoſe ,, <8 5 
1 ſubſiſtence is in himſelf ; whe etfcace Ia. 44.6 
cannot be comprehended by any bur lum- Chap. 46 9 
ſ-If; who onely hath immortal ty, © dwwel- _ 3 Us 
ling in the light, which no man can ap- Lia as mo 
proach unto,who is in himſelf moſt holy, , pp. 195, 5 
every way *infinite , in*grcatn'(s, © wil- f Deur, 32. 3 


dome, *power, love; i mercifull and gracious, long: iuft ring and £ bel 35.5 
ef, 01% 


abundant in goodneſs and truth , who giverh © being, moving /Biodaubs 


and preſervation to all creatures. k Acts i7 28 
| JI Ro.n,14.36 
In this divine ad infinite being, there is the * Father,the 
> Word, and the * holy Spirit, each having the whole divinc roma, 
ieſsence, yet the eſzec.ce undivided ; ail infinite without any ,« hap al 
beginning, therefore hut © one od, who 'Ss not to be divided 1n 4 Exod. Z- ig 
nature,and being, but d:{tinguiſhed by feverall peculiar relatve © » Cor. 8.6 


Properties; a I(a. 46. iO 
TII Ephel. :.11, 
God hath * decreed in himſelf, before the world was,concer- Rom.1.. (4, 


ning all things, * to work, diſpoſe, and bring them abour {ac * on wo: 3 


cording to the counſel of his own will ) co tus glory: yer wich- 6 ifal. g44 ug 


out bcing che Author of fin, or having tcllowthip with avy , $,q, 0 g. 
Tacrein 26, 


1... " OA Confeſsion of Faith, 
Prov. 21,6 - thrrein ) in Which appears his wiſedome in diſpoſing all 


Ex00: 21. 12. thi,ios, unchangcad'cneile, power, and faithful--efſe in arcoms 
4 51 to 53  piſhng his decree : and God harh before the foundation of the 
Iſai 45.7 w..1l, tore-ordaived ſome meu to e<ternall life, through Jeſus 
Jer: 14 22 Ch. i{t,ro the p:aiſc and glory of his grace ; leaving thereft to 
- m7 ” O_ att in rh&:r 1in,to their jult condemnation, and to tlic praiſe of 
1.1 - . 

Nu: 23 —_ his juſtice. 7 v 
Rom j.4 @ | $5 : ; 

T&.16.10 In the * beginnin!!: God made all things very good , created 
Eph:1.4,5 man after his own * Image , filled with all mece perfection of 


m_ 4 ratu:cgand free from all ſia, but © long he abode not in this ho- 
ſ C - * - "7 

1 Gon  nour, Satan uling the ſubtilty of the * Serpent, to ſeduce tirſt 
Col: x.16 Eve,then by her feunci -g Aaamy who wihour ary compulli- 


Ifat 45.12 on, incating the forbidden t uir,* tranſgreſſed the con:mand of 
b 1 Cor: 15. Godzavd fell, whereby ' death came upon all his poſterity, who 
c IP Hgoet now are conceived 11 f1, aird by nature the Children of wrath, 
"4 Gen:3.1,4,5 the ſervants of ſin, the ſubjects of © death, and other miſeries in 
2 Cor.1«.3z this world,% for ever,unlcts the Lord JeſusChriſt ſer them free, 
eiTim.2.14 V. 
7 Gal.z.22 God in his infinite * pawer and wiſedome, doth *diſpoſe all 
£ \ 104 409 thinrs to the end for which they were created, that neither ar. 
Chap. 6.2z thing befalls any by chance, or without lus © providence ; a 4 
Epheſ2.3 that whatſocver befalls the EleRyis by his appointment, for his 
a job 33.11 olory,and their* good. 
b \ſgi 46. 10 VI. 
ite - All che Elect being * loved of God, with an everlaſting love, 
HE b : 
cMat.1o. 29,30 AC redeemed,quickned and ſaved,not by themſelves, not their 
Exod.z1,iz own works, leaſt ary man ſhould boaſt, bur onely and wholly 
Pro.16.3 3 by God,of his free © grace and mec:cy through Jeſus Chrift, who 
dRom.8,28 is made unto us by God, * wiſdom, righteoulneſle, ſanAificati- 


#101 4 » on,and redemprion, and all in all, that he chat rejoyceth might 


Chap. 2.8,z rejoycein the Lord. 

I Thelſ, $-9 V | # M 

cAQs 13.38 And* this is life eternall, thar we might know him the enly 

"wg true God,and Jeſus Chrift whom he hath'ſcat. And on * the 

Þ 4p F#, contrary,the Lord will render vengeance in flaming fire to them 

Jer.23,6. © that know not God,aud obey net che Golpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 

4 John 17. 3 VI4- 

pi e519 The rule of this knowledze, faith and obedience, concerning 
Ther. $ the 


A Confeſsi0n of Faith, 
the worſhip of God,in which is contained che whole dutyof man «Col. 2.23 
is (noc * mens laws or traditions, but ) ohly the Word of God, Mat.15. 96 
contained in the ho'y * Scriprurcs, in which is plainly recorded b John 9.39 
whacſoever is needful for us to know,believe and practiſe, which - - 11,.3.15 
are the onely rule of holinefſe and ovedicnce for all Saints, at all I os A 
t1nes,in all places to be obſerved, Galr89 
I X. ACt. 3.22,23 

The Lord Js SUS8CHR1ST, of whom * Moſes and the Pro- a (en. 3.15 
phets wrotc,: he Apoſtles preached ) he is the * Son of © »0d, the Chap. 22.18 
brightnefle of his glory,&c. by whom he made the Wor, d, who and 49.10 
upholdeth and governeth all things that he hath made , who :lio Dan 7.13.8 
whe: the * fultvcile of rizze Was come, was made of a woman,ot 9: 24:25,20 
the Tribe of F#u44),of the ſeed of Abravam and Dail; to wit, Jo pe 
of the Virgin Me y,the holy Spirit coming Jown upou her, the 54 " 8 3 
power of the woft High * over-thadowing her 3 ana he was alto ; (;4] 4.4. 
tempted as we arc, yet without fin. a Hcb. 7. 14 


Rev.5-5.with Gen.49.9,10. Rom.1.3.and 9.10. Mat.1.16. wich Luke 3+-23+26- 


- 


Heb.2.16, Iiai 5 2.3,4,5. Heb.q.15. 
X 


*Jz5su $s CHRIST is made the Mediator of the neiy & everla» 4 1. Tim. 2.5 
ſting Covenant of grace berween God aud inan, ever ts ve * per- Heb.g.15. 
fetly & fully che Prophet, Pricſt,and King of che Church of God ) hn 1446 
for evermore. X l, lia19 6&7 

Unto this Ottice he was appointed by * God from everlaſting, « Proy: $.23 

and in reſpe& of his Man-hood,from the womb called,ſepararcd 11a.426. 
* and anointed molt fully and abundantly with all gifts neceſſary? and 49.15 | 
God having wichout meaſure poured vur his Spirit upon him. ? 9 Hal 1253s 
X + # 45, and 6b, 

Concerning his Mediator- ſhip, the Scripture holds forth Chrifts Lo with 
call to his O tice: For * none takes this honour upon him, but he = Tos oF 
that is called of God, as was Aaron, it being an ation of God, 14, 16; and 
whereby a ſpeciall promiſe being made, he ordains his Son to this 3.34» 
Othice, which promiſe is, that Chr it ſhould be made a ſacrifice « Heb. 5.4, 5 
for fin, that he ſhould ſee his® ſeed, and prolong his dayes, and & 
che pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand : © all of incec b fa.53. 10, 
free and abſolute grace towards Gods Ele, and without any + 


condition fore-ſcen in them to procure it. - J+ wy” ng 
| XII1q. fp 
This Office to be Mediator, that is, to be Prophet, Prieſt, F T _ $ 
B we. ----: 


4 

Dan. 7: 14 
Atts 4.12 
Luke i: 33 


aDeut 8:15 
wich Acts, 
21, 22 
bHebs z:1 & 
4. 199iF 
ePfal. z. 6 
diCor.s. 20 
Acts 26.18 
eCol. i 21 


F Joh. 16. ls 


«lohn 1, 18, 
& 12. 49, 59 
& 15,& 179.8 
D: ur 1815 
b Mit. 2.10 
cHcb. 3. 1 
da\Mal.3 1 
C1 Cor.!. 24 
Col. to 


John ls 1$ 
ARs }. 24 


with Dcur.'? 


35. Heb. 1.1, 


Jchn 14:6 * 


15. Heb. 1 | 


A Confeſsion of Faith, 
and King of the Church of God,'s ſo proper to Chriſt, that neither 
in whole, or any part thcreof, it cannot be transferred from him 
to any other, 
XIV. 

This Office to which Chr it :s called, is threefold, as *a Prophet, 
*Prieſt, and *Kiog ; this number 211d order of Othces is neceſſary ; 
for in reſpect of our 4:2uorance, we ſtand innecd »f his Prophetical 
O iice : And inreipet of our great *alienation from God, we need 
h's Prieſtly Othce co reconcile us : And 1n reſpec of our averſneſs 
and utcer inability to return to God, we need Its Kingly Ochce to 
* convince, * ſubdue, *draw, * uphold , and * prejerve us to his hea- 
venly Ki:gdom. 


gilal.110 z bCant. 1. 3. John 6, 44. i Phil, 4.13, kaTim. 4. 18. 


XV. 

Concerning the Propheſic of Chriſt, ic is that whereby he hath 
"revealed the will of God, whatſoever is needful for his Servants 
to know and *obey ; and therefore he is called not only a Prophet 
and Dodto!, and che Apoſtle of out Profeilion, and the *Angel of 
the Covcnaur, bur alſo'the very *Wiſdome of ©0d, in whom are 
Id all the treaſires of Wiſdome and knowledge, who for ever 
contiuerli revealing the tame Truch of the Goipel ro his People. 

XVI. 

That he might be a Prophet every way complear,it was neceſſa- 
ry he ſhould be God,and alto that he ſhould be man : for unleſs he 
had been God, he could never have pertetly wideritood the will 
oft G.'d ; and unleſs he had been man, he cou!d not ſuitably have 


That Jeſus nfolded it in his own Ferſon to men: 

Chriſt iSGod | "4 

is wonderful), clezrly expreſſed in the Scriptures; he is called, The mighty God, Tſasg. 6, T hat 
word was God, Fohn t« 1, Chriſt who is God over all,Rom 9-5. fd maniteiied ihe flcth, 
1Tim 3.16. The tame is very God, :Tohn 5.10 He is the tity, Rev. 1.8 1+ gives b ing co all 
things,2nd withr ut him was norhing made, Tohn 1.2 He forgives ins Mat 9. +. Hos before 
Abrabam Ioh. 8.48 He wis, and-1s, ind ever will be the {1m+ . Heb. i2 
his to the en of the world, Mat; 28: 20 which could not be ſaid of j« lus Chr1it it ne were not 
God, And to the $0 he ſaith, [ by L hronc, O God, is for cyer aid ever, Heb. 1. 8 John 1, 
28, eAds :0. 
Allo, Chriſt is not only-perfeRly Cod, but perfe& Man, made »*a woman,Ga! 4 4 made 
of the ſeed of D.,v:4, Rom. 1. 3, Coming our. of the loins of Davil, AfAs uw. zo. t Fee and 
Inudah, As 13.: 
eook part with chem, Heb, 2. 14. He rook nut on him the nacure of Angels, but the ſeed of A- 
Þraham Verl 16. So thit we are bone of hiv bone, anc flc(h of his fleſh, Eph. 5. 30. fo that 
he that ſanRiketh,1ng they chat are ſanRified,are all of one,Heb, 2.11, ſee Aﬀs 3+ 22, Deut. 18. 


8s tic > alw .zes with 
28, 


. in ihit the chiidren were partake's ct fleth #n4 blood, he himi- it likewiſe 


- 


A (onfeſsion of Faith, 5 
XVII. : 
-Concerring his * Prieſthood , Chriſt having ſanified himſelf, 7 John 17.'g 
hath aopearcd once to put away f1n, by that one offtcring of him- =— 3-76" 29) 
ſe'f a ſacririce for fin, by which @ bath fully fin ſhed and ſuffcred R we * 
all things God required for the ſalvation of his El:@, and remo- Epheſ:y,2 
ved ail rites and thadows, &c. and is now entted within rhe vail C olofl.t.20 
into the Holy of Holies, which ts the preſence of God. Alſo he was 5-142 
makes h:s people a ſpirituali Houſe . an holy Priefthood to offer Rom.$. 
up ſpirit-al Sacrifice , acceptable ro God through him. Neither Hbe.g, Rp 
doth che Fatl:cr acce; t , or Chriſt ofter to the Father any other * !- » Per.25 
wo:[hip or worlhippers. Joh,4 23,14 
: XVIII. Heb 
This Pricſthood was not legal or temporary, but according to b Heb as 
the order of * Me/chi/edec,& 15 ſtable and perteR,not for a *t.me, as ag 
but for cver, which is ſuitable to Jeſus Chritt, as ro him that ever 34.25 
liveth: Chriſt was the Prieſt, Sacrifice and Altar: he was a Prielt © *Þ-5-6 
accordu;g to both Natures , he was a Sacrifice according to his = pong 
Huma''e Nature; whence in* Scripture it is attributed to his Bo- oye _ 
dy,to his *Bloud: yer the cff:Qualneſs of th s Sactifice did depend © Heb. gt 
upon his D.vine Nature,therefore it is called the Bloud of God. Acts 20,48 
He was the Alcar according to his * Divine Nature, it belonging | #9144 & 
to the/ Aitar to ſanctitie that which is offt-red uponit, and ſoit -; 
bl af, 23.47 


ought to be of greater dignity then the ſacrifice it ſelf. John 17,19 
is i 4 1Cor.15,4 


X 

Concerning his Kingly Othce , * Chiiſt being riſen from the } Pet: 3,v1,2.2 
dead,and aſcended into Heaven, and having all power in Heaven EINE os 
and ea: th, he doth ſpiritually govern his Church, and doth exer- Ats arab 4A 
Ciſe his power over all Angels and men,good and bad,to the pre- 39-3':John '9 
ſervation and ſalvation of the Ele& , and to the over- ruling and 39829149 
dcſtruction of his enemies. By this Kingly power, he applyeth the —_ pate 
benefits, virtue and fruits of his Propheſie and Prieſthood to his & 14,19: Gal: 
EleR, ſubduing their tins, preſerving and ſtrengthening them in 5: ages Mar: 
all their corflicts againſt Satan,the World, and the Flicſh, keeping +274 Het 1514 
their hearts in faich and fil1all fear by his Spirit;by this his migh- John 16, 15 
ty power he ruleth the veſſels of wrath, uſing, limiting and re- _ = Rock 
{training them as it ſcems good to his infinite wiſedome, le ha: g 

2 Pet:3 


XX» 
This hisKingly power ſhalbe more fully manifeſted when he ſhal' ©%**1 54 24 
come in glory to reign among hisSaints, when he ſha! pur down al = ' So 
rule & authorityunder his feet,that the gloryof theFather maybe \, x hed as. 


_Bz perfectly 


6 A Confeſsion of Faith. 


boa perfeAly manifeſted in his Son, and the glory of the Father and 
17.2,6 The SON in all his Memoers. 
Ephel, 1, 14 XXE. 
Heb 5.9.Mat. Jeſus Chriſt by his death did purchaſe ſalvation for the Ele&t 
12.1.10h,47.6 that God g4ve unto him : Theſe have intereſ} in him, and being 
Heb.7-25- called, have fellowſhip with him,for whem he makes intercelion. 
1Cor 2-12 ws. | : Ga ny 
Rom-.Y.29,30 £9 Is Facher in their behalf, and ro them doth God by his Spirit 
2 Tob F.zz app'y this Redemprion, as allo the free gift of Erernal lite and 
John 15.1z olury 1s given to them, and none elſe, 
Tobn 3 16. XX11. 
Epk. 2. 8 Faith is the *gift of Cod, wrought in the hearts of the Ele, 
1-n.5 9.&4- by the Spirit of God ; by which thcy come to know avd bolveve 
10 Phil 4,29 the truch of the *Scriptures,and the excellercy of th: m 3Love all 
4 6] ge other writings,and all things in the world,zs they ho!d forth the 
Heb:41124 8lory of God in his Attributes, the exccllency of Chriſt in his 
Jokn 6:62 Nature and Otiices, and of the power and fulneſs of the Spirit in 
its workings and operations,and ſo arecnabled to caſt their ſouls 
upon this truth chus belecved. 
X*TIIT. 
* 1 RIOT All thoſe that have this precious [ Faith] wrought in them by 
hn 12410 the Spirit,can never finally nor totally fall away, fceing the gifts 
#:h 10,24,29 9f God are without repentance, fo that he ſtil] begets and nouri- 
1P+c,1:4,5,6 ſhcch in them faith, repentance, lovejoy, hope, and all the graces 
14,49, 1381 Þ of the Spirit unto immortality ; and though mary ſtorms and 
boy 40 flouds a: 1ſe and beat againſt them, yer they thatl never be able ro 
take them off chat foundation and rock, which by faith they are 
faltned upor ; notwithſtanding,rhrough unbe'cet and che temp- 
rarions of Satan, the ſenſible tghe of this l;g!1t and love be clou- 
ded and vverwheimed for a tiine ; yet God 1s ſtill the ſame, and 
they thal be ſure to be kept by the power of Gad unto ſalvation, 
where t!:cy thall enjoy their purchaſed pollettion, they being en- 
griven upon the palms «tf his hands,and theuNames having been 
Writcen in the Book of life from all erernity. 
gRomyio, + XX 'V, 
1Cor:«, 28 F:ith is ordinarily *begotten by the preaching of the Goſpel, 
bRom9, 9 or Word of Chriſt, without reſpec to *any power or agency in 


+ 9%; iy the creature ; bur it being wholly *paffive,and dead in treſpaſles 
' hy 


a, 


F7* tile 190 and (ins,dorh beleeve, and is converted by no leſs © power then 


Epheſ,i. iy that which raiſed Chriſt from the dead. 
Co), 2,18 I. Z ES 


: | a - 3X 


A (onfeſcion of Faith, 7 
XXV. 

The preaching of the Golpel, to the converſion of ſinners, is ©Jjoh. 3-19, 
*abſolutely free ; no way requiring s abſolutely neceſſary, any !5- & 1,12 
qualifications,preparatious, or terrors of the Law, or preceding 73: S5-I 
Miniſtry of the Law ; but only and alone the naked foul, a*fin- on 1-37 
her and ungodly to receive Chriſt crucified, dead,and buried, and Ro 4 T5 
riſen again, who 1s made a Prince and a Saviour for tuch ſinners Q oe : 
as through the Goſpel ſhall be brought to belceve on him. 20,3L.A2 

XX VI. 36. lCor | 

The ſame power that converts to faith in Chriſt, carrieth on 22.24 ; 
the *ſoul chrough all duties, remprations, contl:;cts, ſufferings ; 41 Pcil.s 
and whatſoever a Beleever is, he 1s by*Grace, and is carcicd on bw yang 2,9 
in all obedience,and eempcations by the ſame. — 3-10 

XX VII. —_ 

*All Beleevers are by Chriſt,united to God ; by which union, 13-0 44 wu 
God 1s one with them,and they are one with him ; and that all 0 *? 
Beleevers arc the *S0:25s of God, and joynt hcirs with Chriſt, to arTheſC.r; x 
whom bclong all the promites of this life, and that which is ro Job 17: 2c 
COME, & 20: 17 

XXVIIT. | Hcb.2: Ir 

Thoſe that have union with Chriſt, are juſtified from * all !,J0h-4:16 
their ſins by the blood of Chriſt ;which juſtihearion is n gracious , alz3r BY 
and full acquittance of a guilty ſinner from all ſin by God, ar Joh:1:7 
through the ſatisfaction that Chriſt hath made by his death for Heb.10:14 
all cheic lins, aud this is ro be applicd to the Spiric through & 9g: 26, 
beleeving. 2+ or:5:19 

XXIX. Rom:3: 23 

All Belcevers are an holy *ar:d ſanfified people, and that-ſan- Aft:13: 38, 
Qification is a ſpecial fruit of the *new Covenant, and an effect 39 R955: 1 
of the © love of God manifeſted in the ſoul, whereby the Belee - bag 30 
ver prefſeth after an Heavenly and Evangelical obedience to all me 


P . 
the Commands, which Chriſt as Head and King in the new Cov Pinder 
venant hath preſcribed to them. 1 Joh.4. 16 

XXX, Mat:28/20 


Al beleevers through the knowledg of *that juſtification of life 42Cor+5:ry 
given by the Father, and brought forth by the blood of Chrilt, Rom:5:9.@ 
have as their great priv:ledge of that new *Covenant, peace with * '12*54:10e 
God, and reconciliation, whereby they that were afar off aic © 26-12 
made nigh by *rhat blood, and have* peace paſſing all u»der- —_— 2.17, 


ſtanding ; yea, joy in God through our Lord Jctus Chrilt, by 0 4.7 
wha 


. 


. tt 
'Ro.5. - . ; 

EB, * ghom we b voted Confeſsiow of Faith 
ellod7.23 KaVc received the I npge: 
us. +7. hgh c All believers Nn the Mun X X T. . 

LEcb I ES __ and combat azaunſt yp ww life, are in a cont1 
© at e711 hats CREE ny x acti 
NT 2s ono Oys  preCeina FOE FO he Devill, and 
I Theſl: x 6s ha the Sa1::ts po!? _ and appoinred thre wy ard Periecus 
\ Gal: 3: 3 a"d did #avjs or enjoy PR F 1revnto, and wh 
k 22:49, 20 C:yill ri and temporal h: od ſpiritually, is t at- 
FF 5:7 right, by them who "ar _ lawfully 40h _ 
[.2. No fal 
4 I ng 33 The only ſtrenzth & XY X IT. aith. y A 
Phil.4 _ _— All oppoſirions and = the Sairtsare enabled t 
p14 6 Te Ar - "5p of their hivecdon _ * only by JeſusChriſt who 
$ , *r1:195S h [? e1 ,W : 
42T mm. 4.18 alliſt _ teens ne F Row Pima : —_ ar 
temptations. iCtions, | and Itre 
4Mac.1r.r1 'g es and ro preſerve th m—_ uphold chem in _— os 
a YogLr 15 & ng om,and glory. cm by his power, to "On? —_ 
rlaſt- 
Ephtt 3 _ Chriſt hath he: XXXIIL. 
Rom: 1:7 s his Church,whom he = on earth a ſpiritual! Kingd 
AQ.19.8 as a peculiar inheri c hath purchaſed and ingdom, which 
and 26 * ©,9« Saints, ® c *ritance, which C an redeemed ; 
. _ t, called and ſe \ which Church is a c to himſelf 
Cor. 5.17. SPlrit of God parared from the \mpany of viſible 
Rey 13.4, © being baptiz TN the viſible profeſſion _— by the Word and 
&.: 6 who -<-reah monde phar dog ;oyncd eta lnGoipel, 
So: i0.0 rdinances, command t in. the* pract Lord, and cach 
:10,10, ed b : icall enJo 
«Mar.28:18 Mat:18: 19,20 AR.2,42 y Chriſt their Head #4," of the 
of ms. T 4 = 9: 25, 1.Pet;2 ; go 
— or,t1.24 Fe _ Church he *hath Gat V. X 
2 Lo ph IE his Covenent b pref ade his promiſes, and gi 
Rt « 4 18. proteRion- Here _ the f ence, acceptationglove <þ] hon the 
Plal.133 5 graces © flowing forth to -efrelf bon; jo ſprings Br” hi OO _ 
R . AN ar aven 
-{-- « g-4 E _ all his C:rvants,of : mY V. reagthen them. wy 
a2, -2, be their Pcoph 4; all eſtates ( ar | 
Eero 
' , 6 0 . Ut 
#2.6,7,12,18 92a to bring their gif ſervants, co preſent Srba - — 
is heavenly c gifts God h; ir bodies an 
y conduct ath given tl d 
and governm tem, tO be und 
ent , to lead their lives 1 ” 
eir lives in this 


Erx.20.40 
bCant, 2 W 
14.12. Walled ſh 
cepfold, and watered * Garden, to | 
. iaye communion 
here 


A Confeſsion of Faith, 


here with hisSaints,that chey may be aſſured that they are made Eph. 2-19, 


meet to be partakers 07 their inheritance in the Kingdom ofGo4 


M12.4,5 


| ' 6. Col. 1. 12, 
and ro ſupply each others wants, inward and outward; (and al- 


and :, 5, 6.19 


though cach perſon hath a * propricty in his own eſtate, yet they © As 20. zz. 


are to ſupply cach others wants, iccording as their *necellity ſhal 
require,thut ch: name of J-{us * Chriſt may not be blaſphemed 
through che necetlity « t any in che Church )and alſo being come, 
they arc here by hiniſcif ro be veſtowed in their 1everal order,due 
place,pecuiiar uſe,being ficly compact and knit together * accor- 
ding to-the cf.ctuall working of every part, .to the edifying of it 
{clf in love. 

XXXVT 

Bring thus joyned,every Church*hath power given them from 
Chriſt.for their wel- be1g,ro chuſe ainongft chemſelvs mrer per- 
ſons for * E-lders and Deacons, being qualified according to the 
Word, * as thole which Chriſt hath «ppointed in his Teitament, 
for the feeding,zoverning, ferving,and building up of his Church. 
and that none havc any power to%npoſe on them either theſe or 
any other. | | 

XXXVII. EY” 

That the Miniſters Jawfully called as aforeſaid, onght to conti- 
nue in their calling and place,according to Gads Ordinance, and 
carefully to feed rhe flock of 0d committed to chem, not tor fil- 
thy lucre, bur of a ready minde. 

XXXVIILT. 

Bapriſme is an Ordinance of the * new Teſtament, given by 
Chrilt, co be diſpenſed upon perſons profefiing taich, or thar arc 
made I)iſciples ; who upon profeſſion of faith,and defiring of it, 
ought to be baprizcd,and after to pareike, of the Lords Supper. 

XXXI1X. 

That the way and manner «f the * diſperſing this ordinance, is 
dipping or plunging th» body uniier water, it being a fign, mult 
anſwer th: rhing '« »ttivd,, which is,that intereſt che Saints have 
in the © death, buriall, ad refrrrection of Chriſt ; Ard that as 
certainly as-the body is bu+ ied under warer,& rifen again, fo cer- 
tainly (hal rhe bodics of theSaints he raiſed by the power ofChriſt 
in the day of the reſurrection to reign with CHRIST. 


4 \&s 5 4+ 
eAts2 44. 
45-and 4 34,2F 
f Luke 14 26. 
I Tim, 6.1. 

g Bpbcſ. 4416 


4 A&p1.33. 26 
& 6. 3, with 
15 221, 25, 
bR-m.12-78, 
cilimn..2 6,7 + 
"WES TOE 
28.r]c 1447.17 
iPect « I, 2,3- 
d 1 Pet 4 . 
H:b 5. 4. Tohn 
OO. 3, 4 Acts 
20,15 29, 
Rom, 12+ 7. 8, 
tcb 13+ 7+ 17s 
LPer g. bs 3s 3» 
4 Mit. 28 13, 
19. lohnq 1, 
Niark 16.:5.16 
Acts 2.37,z8 
and 8 2 6, 37 


.3$. and18, 


a Mat. 26.16. 
Miuikz5 9 
reacis | NO 
Fora ] in 
Cxrce &, John 3 
23 Acts 8 33 
bRevi.5&9 
I 4- w-th H: b, 


IV. 22, 


C Rom 6, 3+» 49 4, 6.1Cor. 15. 28, 29, The word Bap tiſo, lign fies to dip, or plunge (vet ſo 
: as convententGarments be buh Upon che Adminittiato rand [ubzect wath all modity)which 


_ iy alſo our practice, as many cye. witnefſes can teftfie, 


L... 


4 # 


_- 


T0 A Confeſsion of Faith, 
Ia 8. 6 XL. 
Epbeſ 4.7 The perſon deſigned by Chriſt to diſpenſe Baptiſm,the Scrip- 


8.19, = " ns 
7 . AA ture holds forth to be a '21ſciple; it being, no where tied to a 
20.5.1 Cor. 14 Particular Chuich-Othicer, or perſon extraordiuarily ſent, the 


24.withiCor Coinmilſion e;joyning the admimiftration, being given to them 
19. :6,17.K9. as conſidered Diſciples, being men able ro preach the Goſpel, 
16.2 Muk 16 : Vix. be) 


15,16, Acts 8 TO , RN 
bs 4 cSropaicd "Chriſt hath likewiſe given power to his Church to receive in, 
with ch. 1. & and calt vut,any Member tht deſerves it,and this power is given 


20. & 21, AR toeveryCongregation, and not to one particular perion, either 
9-15, compare member or otficer,but in relation to the whole body,in reference 


9 © Mar co their faith and fcl:owlhip. 
18,17. iCcr, XLI146 

5-4-13 1zwith And eyery particular Member of each Church,how excellent, 
12-6-2..2COr oreat or learned ſoever,is ſubject to this cenſure and judgement; 
2.6 7 Mat, 5 nd that the Church ought not without great care and tender- 


6 17,1+. A& ' x 
np " Tim.s neſs, and due advice,but by the rule of faith and truth,to proceed 


19.20, 1 Col againſt her Members, : 

qo !7.AQt15 1, XLIII. 

We. 29-27 Chriſt for the keeping of thisChurch in holy and orderly com- 
pt ks - munion,placeth ſome ſpecial men over the Church, who by their 
I Thel.5.2,14 Office are to govern,overſee, viſite, watch,ſo likewiſe for the bet- 
Jud.z.:0.H-b ter keeping thereof,in all places by the Members , he hath given 
+ w_ = authority and laid duty upon = 4 _ over one another. 

- #1. rg Alſo ſuch to whom God hath given gifts in the Church, may 
xCor.1z.7. and oughtto propheſie according to the'proportion of faith & 10 
x Thel.5 19, to teach publickly the Word of God,for the editication, exhors 
+ 27 Maki cation,and comfort of the __ 1 

xy 9954 Thus being rightly gathered, & continuing in the obedience of 

Jud. 1g. Rev 2 the Goſpel of Chriſt, None are to ſeparate for faults and cor» 
20,21,34-AQt. ryntions(for as !ong as the Church conſiſts of men ſubject ro fai- | 

is ) ah r_ % lings,there wil be difference in the true conſtituted Church )until 
"19123" they have in due order, and tenderne's ſought redreſs thercof. 


& 1Cor. 4.17 t XLVI. - : pr : 
& 1433-6. & And although the particalar Congregations be diſtin and ſe- 
16.1. verall * bodies, every one as a compa and Knit * City within it 


ens: ſelf; yet arc they all ro walk by © one rule of truth; So allo 
19.withRe, z\ [ 
| »IFs, "_ 7 Ly 


hey ( by all meang convenicnt )are to have the counſel and belp, 
| h + | one 


" A Conſeſcionof Farth. es ; 
®one of another, if necellity require 1t, as members of one body, c_ 05-23 
| nc.$. 1.4; 


in the common taith, vider' Chr-ſt their head. 1.4 
xLViIlb 13,I$ 
Rom:1 ;:1, 


A Civil *Mag ſtracy is xn Ordiarce of God,fet up by him for p 2 
the punſhmcrt- fevil doe's, ard tor te praiſe of them that do 1 ps 4: 
: . *13-1þ 
well ; and that in 2.1 lawfu- thi gs,co. manded by chem, ſubje- x Tim: 2, 1 
on ought ro be vive by us 19 the Lord,not on!y for wrath, but 2,3 s 
for conicience fake ; and that we are tr anke ſap2lications, and 
prayers tor K'ngs, and alf that are in Avtho'1cy, that under them 4 Ats 2:40, 
Wc may live a qu.ut aud peaceall- l:tc,un all godi.nets & honeſty, 4'- 8&4 19 
XI.V1IL. & 5: 28, 29, 
That we have great cauſe to blels God, ard to be thankful #1 & 20:23 
Is Ss FARE 1 Thelſ.3:3 
for che peace ard liberty we en, oy in the ſervice (four God v- p, 1 292 
der the preſent Governmenc ; bt if che Mag ſtrate ſhould not H\. = as 
favour us hercin, *yer we darc not ſuſp-nd our oractfe ; becuaſe 17 & 6. 7, 
we beleeve we 0.ght to go on in ohevience ro Chr it, in profeſ- 10. 22 23 
ſing the Faith which was once delivered to the Saintsywhu hFarth beTim.6;13 
is declared in the holy Scripeures, & this oui Confellion of Faith 74, 15 
a part of chem, and thac we arc co witrels to the truth of the om: 12:1.8 
old and new Teſtament nnco the death, if necellity require, in , 2514637 
the midſt of all trials and afflictions, as his Sai-rs of «1d have , x: © 
Ws . | 42Tin:4: 6, 
do. 3 nor accounting our goods, lands, wives, ch:lren, fi hers, 2 g gu. 4 
mothers, brethren, ſiſters ; yea, »nd our own lives dear ur to ns, 19-42, 2Cor, 
ſo we may finith our courſe with joy, remembring alwaies that 5.10. P{,4g. 
we ought co® obey God rather then men, who w''l when we 7- Pf. 50:22 
have h1:4hed ow: courſe,and kept the faith, give us © che crown AR:8:35.8 
of righteouineſs ; to *whom we mult give an account ofall our 12:1, 2+ 353 


: | 4+Rom:16 

actions, and no man being able to diſcharge us of the ſame. 2 j- Dev th 
13-kom:l, 

XLIX. 2Cor,lo,1 : 


Tr is lawful for a Chriſtian to be a Magiſtrate or Civil Officer; Ir.4.2. Heb, 
. and alfo it is Jawful ro take an Oath, ſor be in truth, in judge- 6:14 iTheC, 
ment, and in r:ghteouſneſs, for confirmation of truth, and end- 46, Rom.r 3, 
ing of all ſtrife ; and that by raſh and.vain oaths the Lord is pro- 5.6, *. Mat, 
voked, and this Land mourns, : 22.21,Tie.2, 

rPet. 2.15, 


We are to give unto all men whatſoever is their due, as their Eos : EN 
p! Ce, age,eſtare requires ; and that we do defrand no man of any g, Ph "Ig 
thing,but do uuto all men as we _ they ſhould do unto us. T;y,3, L, 3 


I» 4 (ETC 


T2 
aAR.24. 


I To p 4 Cor. 
3-IO0, 


A Confeſson of Faith, - © 

| T. There ſhall be a*reſurrcRion of che dead, both of the juſt and 
unjuſt, and every one [hall give an accout of himſcifro God, that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad. - 


The Concluſion, 


Hu We deſire to give unto Chriſt that Which is hi, und wnts 
E h all lawful eAuthority that Which ts their ane, and 10 owe ng- 
thing to an; mn but leve, to live quietly and peateably as tt bece- - 
meth Saints, endeaue! ing in all things ts keep a god conſcience, 
and to ds 1nteeuery man (0' what jwdgmont)[ecuer ) 45 we would 
they ſhentd do unte us ;, that a; our pratti/c 15, ſo it WA) prove Hs 10 
be @ Conſcionable, quiet, and, armic's Pcople, no wayes AAnger us 
#7 lreublejom to humane ſociety, and to labour and work with 617 
hands, that we may not be chargeable to any,bit to pivero bim tat 
xeeaeth, both f» tends Awd encmies ; accounting 1' mireexcell-nt to 
give then rorecerve, A'jo We confeſs tar We h: ow but in part, 
and We are ignorant of many things, which We deſire ani [rck to 


. know, and if ary hill 49 45 tht ſri-ndly part to ſhwus from the 


Word o; Go4 that wi [eenet, we ſhill have care 10 be thankful 10 
God ana them. But if any man ſh ;ll impoſe upon Hs any thing, that 
We /es not commanrided by 947 Lord {e/ms ( br:ft, We ſpould in his 
ſt eng th rater embrace all » eproackes ani tortnres of men, to be 
Ripe of all on:\W.crii Com arts, and if ut were peſſible, to die a thou- 
fard ara'hs, 1aihry then 1) ds any thing asainſt the leaſt tittle of 


es . - t., ; «< 
the truth v; Godgor ag 1xinſt th: light of our own con/ciektes. And if 


any ik cM hat we have [al  Hereſſe, then do wt with the Apifile 
Ackrewleige, That after Ir Way they.call Hereſir, worſhip we the 
God of our futhers, dij« {aiming all Hereſies (rightly {0 callca) be- 
carr they are againſt C/ rift, ants be ſtedfaſt and immuvable, al- 
Waters bounding in ehedicnce is ( brift, as knowing our labour ſhalt 
nor be in vain in the Lord. Es Pg 
; Plalin, 74. 21, 22s 5 nn 
An/*, 30d, plead thine on cauſe ; Remembcr how the fooliſh man blaſybe- 
meti» thee dail}, 
0 l:t not the oppre;ſed ret.:y1 aſhamed, but let the poor and necdy raiſe thy 


Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. T9 


SALSAT SS SAASTRSPASONG 


To all the Churches of God ſanaified 


inCurxisT)EsUus, called to be Saints, 
with all that in every place profeſs the Name of 
Jeſus Chrilt our Lord, both theirs and ours. 


Beloved Brethrey, 


OLS Nl ESO Aving theſe many years, through the grace 
& and free mercy of our. God; been kept in 


the profeition of the Name of Chriſt, con- 
rained in the Holy Scriptures -of the Proe 
phets , and Apoltles ; and finding the ex- 
_— benetite and comfort of walking 
with God in ſome meaſure ſuitable to what 
he hath made known unto us; and well 
known that we are called to live in the laſt Ages of the world, 
whore nqri'y abounds, and the love of many .waxtth cold ; as 
likewiſe cor.t:derng thoſe peculiar times ſpoken of, in the ſecond of 
Tim.3.1; &c. arc come upon us, wherein men who ſometimes 
have made large proteſhon of God aid eodlineſle , are turned 
alide to commit all manner of unc'cannefle with greedinefſe, having 
turned the grace of our Lord Jeſus into laſciviouſneſle , calling 
darkneile light, and light darkneſſe, by means of whom the way 

of truth 1s evill ſpoken of ; and many poor ſouls through temp- 
rations ready to quite their profeſſions, and to be taken with their 
ſmares; we tho:'ght it our duty to declare our utter diſhke, ab- 
horring and dercſtring of all ſuch evill perſons, and wayes, who 
ſhall under any preter.ce whatſoever plead for, or practiſe any way 
of ungodlineſle. 

And having been through the goodneſſe of our God, cnabled to 
diſcern the ſecret and ſtbtill de ſignes , and ſnares 'of Satan, vwhic 


he hath laid to entrap poor ſou's in , by carrying chem from ſtep 
C:2 ro 
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ro itep, untill they have been wholly captivated in his ſnares, and 
fictcd by h'm co do him ſervice, 

We could do no lefle then according to that meafure of lighe we 
have received trom the Lord, to diſcover his Wiles, and Stratageins, 
and to Caution all that proteſs the fear ot the Lord, to watch over 
their own hearts, and waycs, and take heed eat rhey fall uo the 
ſame conCemnatior. 

For this we have found, rhatthat way which Godin his infinite 
wildome , taketh to bring ſouls unco himſelf by , v2. the pre 
{enting unto men h's great love, in giving Jeſus Cy Rr1+T to ſuffer 
death, and his great ſalvation to all chat beueve on h1s Name, Satan 
that »1d Serpent chrough his inſtruments under the ſpecious pre- 
tence of beating men off from ail falſe reſts , endeavours with all 
his ſtrength ro oppoſe and make void ; perſwading the ſons and 
daughters of men , that what is declarcd concerning the death of 
Chritt at 7-1#/alews,and his bearing our 1aqquicies in his own Body 
upon the Croſs,is but a meer hyſto-y and thadow,that the Scriptures 
are but + L-trer, and the Ordinauces of Cod bur ficſhly forms, 
thercby labouring to beget in the peoples minds, a contempt, and 
f12hr eſteem of Chriſt, his Word, and O:dinances ; and that he 
might chear chem to purpoſe, tcls them of a Ged within , and a 
C hriſt within, and a Word within : And that God and C hriſt and 
they are one, w chour any true diſtin knowledge of the rrue mean- 
ing of that which is exprefled ; whereby poor ſouls wth great 
and ſwelling words of vanity, triumph in a gre:t myſtery of mecr 
nothing but emprinelſe , and confation. , ſpeaning things whereof 
thy know not ; and many poor ſouls knowing ſuch expreſſions 
to be Scripture Phraſes , do greedily embrace them , without a 
true, diſtin, and clear underſtanding the ſenſe of whar is ſpoken, 
having the perſons of thoſe who ſpeak ſuch language in great ad; 
miration, as the chief, render, charitable, knowing, high and ſpiri- 
tuall Chriſtians ; whereas indeed alcthou th the words ſpoken by 
them, are many of them true in themſelves ( wirhouc which Satin 
cou'd nor ſo effecually deceive) as that Go? and Chriſt, and the 
Spiric dwell in us, and that Gad and Chr &, and the Saints are 
one; Yet are we to underſtand th's unioa to be onely in a way of 
relation through participation of the ſame tpirit , and this dwelling 
£0 be only in reſpcR of grace, and powerfull operation _ in- 

uence 
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Aluerce, working in the hcarrs of believe's , recording to the tenor 
of the New Covenanr, mn making rmcn no y and humbic, purifying 
their hcarts , cauſing them to waik in all + #0d Con/cremce rowards 
God and man, all wh ch by them is crampled under foot, and ano- 
ther kinde of wen , and wnawelling diiven at intheird.ſcon fes, 
which although cevercly exprefied, untill by crafe and fubvity, they 
have prepared the hearcs of ſimple and uultavle fouls, ro receive 
whatſoever they ſhall ſuggcſt into them ; yer chenis openly dif- 
covered, being indeed the root of all birterneſs , and deſperate 
prophaneneſ+, and blaſphemy, that can be imagined in the world: 
for from theace they conclud-, chat themſelves are God and Chrift, 
and what God is they are, and what they are God is ; for ſay 
they, there is no Spirit bur one, and ſo deny any created Angel or 
ſpirit, holding upon the ſame account the living ioul in man ro be 
uncreared, and fo conſequently ro be God himſelf, and not created 
by God. Now this be.ng the ground-wo:k of their deluſion, the 
building is anſwerable. | 

For firit, Concluding the reafonadle ſoul to be God. 

Secondly, They attirm that this ſoul bring cloathed with their 
hvmane bodies,or fleth, is { #11, or God, or God 1» fl:ſb, hereupon 
they imagine that Jcius Chriſt ſpoken of in the Goſpel, as being 
born of the V's: gen Mary, accuſcd by the F-ws, delivered by Plate 
to be crucitied, dying at Fer»/alems upon the , roſſe, riſing the third 
diy,and aſcending 1ato heaven;'s only to be underſtood parabolically 
01 fignraitvely, (peaking of one thing, and 1ntending another;poin- 
ting at, and prefiguring a work onely within us, conceiving the 
Virgsn Mary, the Fes, Prlare, Jeruſalem the Croſſ-,Chreſt riſing 
and #/ceudi»g,ſpoken of in the Scriptures , to be al. within them, 
and no ſuch thing ſubſtancially, orin truth Wrehowe, 

As they conclude al. things ſpoken of Chrift to be bur in a ty 15+ 
c4i, or fignrative manner , intending and rypifying out this Ged 
With in, 0: Godincarnarein t' cir flcth, ſtill meaning their re4ſ0n- 
ab'e ſonls, corceiving this to be the ſubſtance of all thoſe ſhadows, 
ſoalſn upon this ground they are forced to conclude rhe wh le 
new Teſtament, with all che Doarines, Laws, Rules, and Admini- 
ſtrations of the ſame, to be but 2 ſhadow or figure, holding forth a 
ſubſtance within. As for inſtance, Moſes and eAvron, being bir 
hgures of che ſubRantiall Saviuur, and Pricſt to come, ſo the 2dmi* 
| | niſtration® 
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niſtrations of Aſofes as If0/arcall, were but fleſhly and carnal 3dmi- 
niſtrations to be abol.ihed when the ijubſtance was come, they be- 
ing onely ſhadoays of good thngsto come ; in like manner do they 
underſtzacd Chrilt in Irs p- 7/0», to be but a thadow of Chriſt with- 
in, and all his heavenly and fpiritu +l] Goſpel to be but a Lerrer and 
carnall niſtyrie pit to an end and aboliſhed, when th y Once COMe 
to avprehend that the ſubſtance of all is W:thin,> They comming 
alſo to bel: ve that the ſoul is God, do thence infer thar rhey are 
perfect ,and that they are in as happy eſtate ascan be,ard for this they 
urye, 1Co/+ 15. 24. to the 28. ro ſhew when the Kingdome 1s deli- 
vered up to the Father , all his people come to a more immediate 
enjoyment of God the Father, and then Chriſt ceaſeth his Media- 
torſh/p, and conſequently , all his New- Teſtament ceaſeth : Now 
they conclude, that all this 1s accompliſhed when they come to diſ= 
cein there is but one Spirit, and th-ir ſoul chat {pirit, which is God, 
and then they are in the poſſeiion of all things. 

And ſeeing that the *cripture declares that before our full poſ- 
ſeſſion of God and glory, there mult bea temporal Death, and 
Reſurreition of the Body, and etermall juigement, they upon the 
former grounds, judging themfclves already glorified, doe under- 
ſtand this death of the body in all ſuch Scriptures »1ſtically, and 
that the reſ.irrection and eternall judgement, are paſſed already in 
the ſou!, as Hymenew and Phile:us did, 2 Tim.2.18. compared 
with 1 T7». 1, 19. Thence alſo they conciude, that faith and 
Juſtification by Chriſt, rogerher with all the Ordinances of Chriſt 
are abokth-d , as ficthly forms, like unto Chriſt that appointed 
them, above and without all wh h,they trimgyphantly ( in their own 
fancies) live when they once have attained this /aper-eminent life (as 
they {p-ak) of being 1n the full fruition of God , comprehending 
that 1» finire Bring (which they blaſphemouſly attirm themſelves to 
do) incruding themſclyes into things they are altogether ignorant 
of: Hereupnn is it that they, as Perer ſnith, lcoff 2t any /econd 
commng of Chriſt, 2 Pet. 3. 3,4. and mock at the holy Scriptures, 
thoſe heavenly O,acles of Goa, denying them to be the Word of 
God,or that Law by which they ought to conform their lives, con- 
ceiving and uttering that there is no Law nor Rule, but what is in 
mar, his Light being his onely Law, that is to ſay, what ever that 
'Fpirir that dwels within { which they call God within ) &1Rtares to 

| them 
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them, that ought to be done by them, ſtrengthening themſelves with 
this opinion, That there is no lin but whar contradits a mans own ' 
lizht, ( which is a mans onely law ) and fin 1s only fin to him that ' 
thinks it ſo, ard that there 1s no hell bur chic rormenc thit- men ſu- 
ſtain through croihng their own lighe ( which God k»owes is no- 
thing but thick dark. ole } from eh-fe principles the deſperatly wic= 
ked and deccittull hearts of men ferrificd in their lins, having now 
their conſcience [cared wth an hot wor , accomPr it therr onely mi- 
ſcry and hel1, that they are rro'!bled at any thirg , be it never ſo 
abominable : thu+ calting off all trouble and remorſe for lin, they 
follow the Law of th-ir own minde , ( as they needs muſt, concei- 
ving their own ſauls tobe the onely Eternall GOD ) and whatſo- 
ever their evill hearts are naturally inclined to, whether Dranher- 
neſſr, Curing, SWearmng, or Whoredome, ( although for a time 
their principles do not put fuch horrid impicties in exccution ) yet 
at length being violently hurried on through the. aiſiſtance of the 
{tron,; impulfeons, and reitlelle /wgge/tions and inttipations of the de- 
vil, (the judgments of God bein alſo hei, heened upon them) they 
now commit the ſame withgreedineſle, and that with ſuch a high 
hand, as they accompt it their perfection, - and the higheſt pitch of 
rh.ir glory,to give up themſelves to fuch abomirations, pleading for 
them, athrming that chey have made a League and Covenant with 
ſingdeath,ans heil ana have Communion with Godin all the/e,ſecing 
all theſe,and what ever evils can be imagined, reconciled to God, and 
{o gooa, accompring all their actions for vood,. being ated by their 
own ſpirits, which (as they think } are GoJ, {aying that God (bur 
r. uly. cot God, but their own accurted fpirits ) willed that they 
{ſhould Cure and [wear, and be drunk, and fil ;hens(el ies with ail 
uncle anx« ſe, which they eſteem to be perfect righteouſneſte, calling? 
that holtinels and pighreouſneſs, which confiſts in a tpotleſs confor- 

mity tothe Laws of Chriſt revealed in rhe Scripture, which curvs che 

inſolzncy of the fleth,and rc Juſts of the heartya plaguy ornaſty he- 
line{5,thar mult be deſtroyed: io chat rhofe amorgkt rhem, that can 

with the greateſt impudency, withour the leaſt check or conrroll of : 
conſcience , commir the moſt horrid abommnations, ( which we! 
tremble to think of ) they, are .the moſt perfect , and rhe moſt 

ſwallowed up the will of God; To juſtihe rhete their abominati- 

ans, they ſay, the Angels of Ged (ware with glery ana Majeſty, 


vſuch 
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which Angels are God in them, ( tor ail created Angels they deny) 
who therefore nay (wear a> they wil, ard that with glory 21d 
Majclty; Yeaſo great is the'r thraldoni and Cop:1v:ty, that now the 
Prince of the poWer of the atr, thar1 ues in the hearts of theſe chil= 
dren of dr/ovedience, hath to fur the maſtery and dow.iron over 
thein, as that they are ready, rot ney to tight againſt GOD h:m- 
ſelf in bis ſp1tuail Ordinarcce, bur againſt C144 Sorkerdes, violas 
ting the Bonds of Varria &, avd Lawes of Families, agarfſt the ve- 
ry privciples and [1_ht of nature, which comn:on juſtice ' reman ing 
amongſt the Heathens ) wo 11 toon adjudge to merit ſevere pi» 
viſhment : and certainly thoſe that ſhali thus tranfgrefſe all Cavill 
bonds, do not o «ly ly Ivabie to the juſt and feartuil judgment of 
God,but julily incur the punithment of the Rulers. f this World. 


Having thus laid open ſome of the principles and evill praftices 
of theſe uten, even th+t root of b:trernefle , from which ſuch cheic 
ficfull branches grow ; by which every one whoſe cyes are opened, 
may diſcern what a fearfull thing it is to leave the Holy Word of 
God,and give heed ro the motions of a decertfull hea & , and to che 
dictarcs of a lying ſpirit + we ſhall now endeavour brietly co make 
man feſt the ſandiretle and dangerouſnefle of the foundation where- 
upon t' eſe things are buile ; which we ſhall efluy to do by proving, 
T hat che. ſoul of man is not God,but a creature,created and made by 
God : which will appear both by Scripture and reaſon, if you con- 
ſider. 


1. That Gcd is incomprehenſible, the Heaven of Heavens canno* 
contain him , but the ſoul of man is cowprehended and contained in 
the body. 

2- God is Almighty,but the ſoul of man is not : what ever God 
will, that he can do /; but man defires many thirgs, and hath not 
power to accomplith chem. 

3- God knoweth himſelf, and all chings, the ſecrets of all hearts, 
things paſt,preſent,and to come; bur alas ! the ſovl of man knows 
not the Being of it (elf, nor of the leaſt creature, he knowes not what 
1s done in another houſe next to him. 

4+ The ſoul is made and created, 1.Cor.15. The firſt Adam Was 
wade a living ſonl, Fer.38.16:1/41.47.16+ It is Written,As ye 
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liveth that made us this ſoil, now to be made and created, argues 2 
begining - but God is without begining, therefore che ſoul cannot 

30d. 
5. God is the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, V«m.16.22. there is 
a ſpir't ir the body,of which God 1s the F ther, Heb. 1 2.9.Which God 
forms within won, Zech.12. 1. with which ipirit the Spore: of God 
bears wine 5, Row. 8.16+ wh cb plainly proves our ſpirit or ſoul to 
be a creature: the truth of which further appears in tliat God can de- 
ftroy the ſoul, or caſt it wnto hell fire, Niat.10.28. in thar the ſoul 

-may be converted, P.,19.7. in thut it lands in need of deliverance 
and redemption, Plal.13.19. 34+22+ 49 8. But now God cannot be 
deſtroyed , neither necds he avy redemption at all. By this is it 
clear that mans ſoul is not «0d; and :f not his ſoul, much leſs is his 
body, that is ſubject to ſuch variety of diſtempers ; and (o neither 
body nor ſoul. OL. 1 cher: fore, what a horrid thing is it, for wen to 
athri, they are God, that wave and created all things, that goverss 
the World, and the bke, and co father all their abominations upon 
the Lord,thicking him to be altogether ſuch a oneas themſelves are! 
F: om herce we may ſafely conclude : | 

1+ Thar if the ſpirit be created by God, and is united to the body, 
then thoſe 2&1ons that are done by the body, are the ations of the 
nan, Oh! how ſome men fighting againſt the light, cry out, that it 
is God in\man only that as,rbat Gai be ſaved,and the like, whae- 
as it is evidert that it is the man chat ads, 'eirher good things, v4. 
the man that beleeverh, prayeth,conformeth,and is lected of God, cr 
it is the man that ſins and walks 1n diſobcdience, which man is che 
ſubject of deſtruction. 

2. Thar if the ſpirit be created by God, it muſt be ſubje& to the 
will and Law of the Creator : things created are for the pratte « f the 
Creator. We are made by God to ſhew forth his praiſe, and by our 
obedience to declare our (elves to be his Children, we arc ot ltr ar 
Ibeity to run from God : This was that that involved 4 1am ar ttt 
In wiſery, and ſtill keeps his Off-ipring in-ſorrow arid co: tal. 0 

3- That ſin is the defeRtion, variation' from, oi the iranfgre(-. 
ſion of the Law of our Creator , and not of our own wills: 
when we do the things God forbids, or leave undone the thi:gs 
commanded, we fin againſt God the Lord, the Creator of ſoul and 
dody. 

From the not right underſtanding of the creatures Mg" 
D relatt- 
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relation unto G14, flow allo thoſe vain allegorizings of thoſe texts 

of Scriprure that ſpeak of Chrilt himſelf. For if we tearch the Scrip= 

ture w- (hail ſceclearly,chac Chriſt Jeſus was not a fi ;ure or ſhadow 

of a ſubſtance to 52 ej yy ed now or hereafrer ( as thele men dream ) 

bur the rruc [vvlt incial 200d 'l ſcif,che ir.C Af:diaror ſoa an! mAN, 

the /1bjFance of 4.1 fignres,ani ſh iaoWr under the Law, which was 4 

Schoolmaſter unto Ghrift,Gal.3.24 The Apoſtl: tels us, The Aimi- 

niſtrations under the: LeW, were A (hadeoW of good things to comethe 
body or [ubjtarce Whereof Was Chriſt, or Wa: in Coriſt; now it is a- 
gaialt common ſenſe & reaſo?, that on: ſhadaw ſhould tipe out ano- 
ther,and tha as caraa!l and ticih'y as it ſelf, but the contrary hereof 
is moſt certain, for Moſes and Joſhua being tipicall $Sivieurs, redee- 
ming the /psritmall [/racl out of Eoypt into carthly Canaan, mult 
needs hoid out a /nbfansall Savieer, that moſt cffe Yually ſhall re- 
deein the Spir11uell I[rac!, for ſaith the Apoltle, He #5 able ro ſave t9 
the utter moſt all that come to God by hims, ſceing he ever liveth ro 
make interce/5ion for them, Heb 7.5. He is the Aipha and Omega,the 
Begi ming and th: endinggthe firſt & the laſt Rev.1.18.1yho ſaid to 
John, Fear not, for [ vas deai,,5 am alive for evermore, Amen;and 1 
have the krys of Hel and of Death. This Jeſus is not only true man,as 
touching fl-ih, but alſo God over all, bleſſ:d for ever, or the moſt 
hizh 20d, Remgls. /ebn ch! Baptift reſt fying of Chriſt, 704.3.31. 
ſfath He th :t commerh from above is above all, xnd this is true of 
Chr.ſt as touching his Godhead, who alſo is truly man, ſoul and 
body, conſiſting of a humane ſol, and flcſhly body, and that af- 


ter his reſurre tion, as appzirs Lak 24. 39. In reference to rhe Con-. 


janA&ion of bth hamaae and divine nacure, he ſaich, 1 /ay dewn my 
dife, and I tak, ic up again: As man he died, as God he raiſed him- 
ſeif from the derd;now tltat avy ſhould be fo vile and wretched as to 
count the evetvlciled Lord, whois the moſt high ad bletsed Savi- 
Ou'ga fleibly form and ſhadow, becauſe according ro the infint' e Wiſe- 
Arne and love of Godghr aſſumed mans nature, that he might therer 
by become a more fir + ſuitable $1yionr unto rh-m; weare wound- 
cd in our ſo0's to think thereof, and tremble to think what ha: dneſs 
of heart, ##grati:44de and blindneſs of minde , ſuch fouls zre given up 
to; and thouz': they may talke of being abore the diſpenſation of 
Chriſt, the Kingdom being in them reſigned up to the Father, they 
fay they kaow not what;for before the otfice of Chr ſts mediatorſhip 
ceaſes, and the Kingdom be reſigned to the Father, the Scripture 
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"'expreſly tels us, all enemies mutt be ſubdued under his feet, P/«/. 
I10.1. P/al. 8.6. 1Cor.15. 24,25. Heb. 2.6,7. which is not yer cf- 
feed, for Chrifts enemies, viz. the Devel, Sin, Babylon, eAnti- 
cbr i/t che oppoſite oppreſring civill po\vers of the World,death,and the 
rave, and the rule and auchority thgy bear rule with, are not yet 
wholly by Chriſt pur down, ther: fore the Othce of his Mcd:ator- 
ſhip ſtill ftands 1n force; Hence we may ſafely conclude. 

Lirſt, Thac if Chriſt he a ſubſtantiall Mediotor , truly ſpirituall, 
his Golpcl ehcv, which he and his Apoſtles hach declared, 1s not a 
bare outward Re:ation, Hiſtory, or carnall Letter, but:a ſpiritual and 
ſubſtantial Tiuch and Myſtzry, containing the whole Minde, Will, 
and Laiv of God, for us and all Saints to believe and practiſe 
throughout ail Ages. : 

Secondly, Ic mult needs be as durable as the Mediator is, for the 
Law of Chriſts Puclthood 1s as durable as the Pricithond it (elf, rhe 
Laiy depending upon the Prieſthood 3 for the change of the Pricſt- 
hood and Law goes together, and fo the Pric|th»04 of ol1 being 
changed, the Law then, and not ti!l then was changed allo, Heb. 
7, 18. So when Chritts Pric{thood is changed, then the Law of that 
Priefthood, and nor tili then ſhull be changed alſo, 

Thirdly, It muit alſo be g ated , Thi the Scriptures which 
do declare this great myſtrry of Jeſus Chriſt and his Go/pe/, be 
the holy Scriptures, and the infalibl- Word of Gad, for it could 
never have entered into the hcare of man to have known or 
manif {ted thoſe hidden wyſt-ries, had not God. himſelf by his 
own Word revealed them from Heaven ; now. the Scriptures are 
Gods Word,d:claring his m!inde, making know, his Counſe), being 
able 16 make the people of God wiſe nnis [ſalvation throug 
faith which is in ( hrs fe/us, being given by the inſpiration of God, 
and are pr«firable for Dot(lrin,for R-pro'f, for cerreflion, for [nſtru- 
ehion in righteenſnes,that the man of Gol may be perfect, throughly 
furniſhed unto alt good Works, 2 T,mm.3.15,16. and therefore not to 
be ſlighred and undcrvalued,as a dead Letrer, a bare Hiſtory, a carnal 
empty Story. Therefore dcar'y beloved brethren, we beg and in- 
treat you, and c very one.tl at loves his ſoul, to fear & tremble at the 
thouyhes of thightirg and delpiling Chrilt and h's Goſpel, or any one 
of his laws, or holy commandments revealed in his word, for know, 
that God will /er his ſon wpon his holy Hill of Sion, Pſal. 2.8. and 
will call all his enemics that Will not have him to-ye1 gn over them, 
D's -:; £7 and 
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and ſlay them before him. He is to be received to rule overs atKing, 
as well as to be an oblation for fin ; as he is a Prieff and Sacrefirs, fo 
alſo a Propbet and a K1ng,to reach and govern his Peop'c, being the 
author of Eternal Salvation to all'that obey him. Thercfore that 
man that departeth from the way of iubjection to Chriſt in his holy 
Commandments and Ordinances, refuſeth Chiiſt ro be his Lord and 
King, and j#4ges himſelf unworthy of eternal life ; Wherefore we 
in tender compaſtion to your fouls, and zeal for the'glory of £09, 
do beſeech and exhort you, That you ſti'] keep the holy Commaid- 
ments,as they were dilivered unto you ; thar you do ſhew the ſame 
Ciligence to the end (for he chit end/iicth to the end (hol be faved) 
tha ye ſtand faſt, and carneſtly coarend for the Faith 0:46 del vered 
ro the Saints, that no man tai e your crown from you, a &© r!:at'you 
take heed that ye be nor led alide with the workers of u.iquity. Oh! 
ler one of us dally with the wayes of 09, Iſt we be g;ven up to 
the crror of the wic«cd, even to thoſe horr ble deln{.ons before nien+ 
rio:.cd, for God is a ju't ard holy God: Oh chat God would give 
his reople this wſdom in all Nations, to Kerp he hoty Command- 
ments, for holin. fs bccomes his houſe for excr. Oh-that Gods ſes 
verity might prevaile with ail chic profeſs his Name , to ſearch 
their own hearts, leſt r,ot rece:ving the ir 'th in the love thereof, 
they be given up co ſtro:'g delutions, to beleeve a lye ; Ilt they ma- 
k og fin their work a 4d pleature;f 0d make cond-mnation to be their 
Wapcs, and diſarnulling their league with hell and death, he pull 
them down from the top of their vanity, whither chey have above 
the heights of the clouds exalted themielves, and !awgh at thetr de- 
ſtrutlion, and mock When their fear com. 

Obj. But many may be ready to objec, That thoſe who have faln 
into ſuch deſperat abominations, were ſomctimes Mcmbers of our 
Congregatior.s, and from rhence are apt to contemn our Profcflion, 
and < uc{tion whether our way be of God or no, ſaying, You fee 
what your judgment lcads to. 

Sel. In anſwer to this we ſay, 

I- That it is a great wiſtake tv judge that thoſe perſons were all 
of our Societics, for this we can clearly evirice, That maryzif not-moſt 
of them were never Members with us. 

2. Suppoſe they had been all of us ( which yer is not ſo) yet we 
ſay, That none may thence reaſonably condemn our Profellion, nor” 
our ſelves ſcruple it,as nor of God ; which we doubt not, but they * 
will confeſs, if chey conſider ; - > » SMC 
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1+ That from the undeniable cruchs of Gd, and from the Chvrches 
gathered imm warely by tie holy Apoſtles chemſeives ( which by* 
all are granted to be the pureſt ) mary Profcflors have gone aſtray, 
and fal:) into great condemnation ;: Hymencrs and A'exander made 
ſhipwrack of Faich and of a g+.0d Conſcience, 1 T5m.1.19 athrmin 
(as many of cheſe in our dayes do) that the RelurreRion was oa 
already, deſtroying the faich of ſome, - 2 T:w.2. 18. ſcveral in Co- 
rinth denying any relurrection at all, 1 Cor. 15. 12. others falling 
into very great abominations; 7ude tels us,v.4. That there Were cey- 
14in m:n crept in WnAwars, before of old ordained to this condemna- 
tion,ungodly men, turning the | os of Ged into laſcivieuſne(s, and 
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſwi C briſt. To add one 
inſtance more for all ( Fob» ſaith) Little children xt us the laſt 1ime, 
and as you have heard that .1niichriſt ſhall come, even now are there 
many Antichriſts wherby we know that it 15 the laſt tim:; they Weng 
out from wa, but they Were not of us, Foh.2. 18,19. 

2. The Spirit of God foreſceing ſuch things ſhould be, that we 
might not be ftumbled when they come to patle, hath expreſly fore- 
rold them ; As te the Elders of Epheſws, eAtt.20.58, 29, 30. ſaith 
Pant by the Spirit, T ake heed to feed the Cburch of Goa Which be 
hath purchaſed with hit own blood; for ] know this, that after m 
departing ſhall grievens wolves en;cr in among you, zot ſparing the 
flock: Alſ e, of your ſelves ſhall men artſe /peaking perverſe thy "gs, 
to draw-away diſciples afrer them ;. fo alſo by the Apottle Peter, 
2Pet12.1,2, Oc. There (hal be (ſaith he) falle teachers among you, 
who privily thall bring in damvable heretics, denying the Lord char 
bought chen,and bring upon themiclves twift deſtruRion,and many 
ſhall follow their pernicious or /4/ci2:59x5 way es, by reaſon of whom 
the way of cruth {hall be evil ſpoken of. Fxde excites the Saints to 
remember the words of the Apoftles of our Lord Jcſus, how the 
forctold there ſhould be workers in the lait time, who thould wal 
afrer their own ungodly lufts, /epar «ring themſclves,tenſual, having 
not the Spirit, ver/-17,18,19. And f.om whom ſhall they /eparare, 
bur from the true Churches of ſcſus Chriſt, profeiling che faith of 
Chriſt, and being paptized in his Name (che Scripture no where aps 
proving any other Churches that we read of.) Pawl allo tcls Times 
thy,the tome wonld come (and ſurely thoſe prophefies are now fulfil= 
led) when they wonla not endure [ound dettrine, but after their own 


lufts, 


= Heart bleedings for 
lufts, heap to thrm/elves teachers having itching ears, that ſhould 
turn away ther ears from the truth, giving heed unto fables, 

3- God :n vs wildome permits chele things, that thoſe which are 
approved, may be niaade mavifelt, -and thoſe that ſeem ro be what 
they are not, may be d:Jcovered ; for Hypocrites have and ww |! be 
creeping into the Church. (ad that ro marvell, for Sara t himle!f ig 
transformed into an Angel of iight} bur becauſe they receive not the 


truth in the love thereot , God ſei'ds rhem ftrong delutions , that 


they ſhould bcheve a lye, that they all may be damned, who beheve 
not the truth, but have pleaſure in unrightcouſreſle, 2.7 heſſ. 2. 10, 
I1,12 &c. 1 7eb.2.18.19. | 

4. We cannot wonder , that thoſe who draw near to God in the 
viſible profeſſion of his Name, being deſtitute of the power of god- 
linefle,do thus fall away:for God wil be ſanRified in them tar draw 
nigh to him, cither in m»king them conformable to his Will ro the 
praiſe of his grace,or clſe in diſcovering their falſhood, hypocriſie and 
madneſs,making them dreadful examples of his wonderfull ſeverity, 
to the glory of his juſtice. Nadab and Abihu, for offering ſtrange 
fire, which the Lord commanded nor, were deſtroyed by tire from 
Heaven, Lev,10.1,2,3. The Lord himſelf proclaims from Heaven, 
that his ways are righceous,and the juſt ſhal walk in them,bur tranſ- 
grcfſors ſhall fall thercin, He/.1 4.1/8. The narrow path of the Saints 
righreous walk, tuits not with the licentious principles and intereſts 
of carnall menzand though ſinners may be in S10n for a time, yer fear 
ſurpriſes them,and by reaſon of the purity and brightnes of the ways 
ef God, they cannot abide therein, but caſt Chrilts yoke trom their 
necks,becauſe it will not be ſubſerviert totheir own luſts. A remark- 
able example of Gods ſeverity againſt thoſe that ſometimes protefled 
the truth, whoſe hearts wers not ri; hr before God, we may ſec in 
Zuda,andin Ananias and Sapphire, who for lying 3gainſt the my 
Ghoſt, were ſuddenly deftroyed, to the great fear of all the Churc 
of Chriſt. As in Nature,the corruption of the beſt chings 's the greats 


eſt corruption,ſo the greater profelſion men make of the eruth, when 


once they be corrupted, they fall into the grofſeſt abominations. The 


truth is, this.is no ground to ſuſpe our pro fethion, becauſe ſome fall - 
from it; for who is it that ſins the u'rpardonable fin , bue one that 


profeſſed the truth of the Goſpel, 0.1.5 ,6.Who are thoſe rhat are 
twice dead, plucked up by the roots? except thole that by profeilion 


were formerly alive i11 the truth. 
| Fifthly, 


Sc ws oo 
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Fifthly,and laſtly, We do ack10wicdg, though ſome eminent Pro- 
feors of the ſa ne truth with us have filn foully ( which hath been 
the occaſion of much grief to us) yet it-hath been hitherto, and we 
hope ever ſhall be our care (as they have been by the righceous judg- 
ment of Go4 diſcovered )accordiag to our duty to pur them from a» 
monegſt us,cn4eavouring to preſerve our ſclves from all iquity, and 
not to have fcll»wſhip with the unprofitavle works of darkneſs, but 
rather to reprove ch:m. We conciude this, ſ.ying of them that are 
one from us,and faln into ſuch nocor ious wickednelle, as fobs ſaith, 
They went from 14 becan'e they Were not of wm, for if they bad been 
of 14,0 dowbr they Would bave continued with 1a, but they went ont - 
from 11,that th:y might be manifeſt not tobe of na. 

If any ſhall judge what we have here declared doth ſavour of un- 
charitableneile, rigidneſſ:, cenforiouſueile and bitteracHe of ſpirit to 
them that diflent from us,we deſire all ſuch (crivutly to take notice, 
that true love and charity is not the ſoothing of any in their fins, the 
healing of wounds flightiy,the crying peace, peace, whei ſudden de- 
ſ uHdon is at hand ; it is not the daubing with untempered morter, 
but ir is a true love tothe Truth, and to all for the Truths ſake, con- 
ſiſtiog in plainneſſe and ſimplicity, engaging us to endeavorthe reſto- 
ring of them thit-arc faln, to pull chem as brands our of the fie, to 
contend for the faith once delivered to the Saints, to note ſuch per- 
ſons that walk diſordetly,to eadcavour the prelerving of chem chat 
arc ſound in the faith. 

While ſome meh cry out againſt us for uncharitableneſs, in crying 
down fin and (infull prat ces,O how uncharitable in truth arc they, 
that can ſuff-r GOD ca be dithonoured, his Son to be vilihed, his 
Truth trampled under foot, his O:dinances flighted, and their own 
and t':ouſands of pyor ſouls in danger of being utterly ſeduced , ro 
their own deſtruction , and yer have not a heart to relent for ſuch 
praAices,nor a tongue to pl.ad azainſt chem, whereby others mighc 
be fore warned of their {wift-approaching danger ; our conſciences 
bear witnes, that the hot1or of 0d, thelove of his Truth,zeal for his 
Namc,and if pollible,the ſaving of ſouls from death, hath been the 

prevailing argument with us,thus to expreſle our ſelves ; beſeechivg 
the God and F ither of cuc Lord Jeſus , that by the ſame power 
which raiſed him from the dcad,he would make this inſtrumentall to 
confirm thoſe who yet abide in the Truth, to reſtore all the ſimple 
in heart , whoarc ready to turn afide from the voice of the erue 
Shepherd ,and co follow Itrangers, and the cunning fleights and de- 
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vices of the Deſtroyer. that walks up and down as a roaring Lyanz 
ſecking who 1 he ay devour, who hath caſt dowr, mary wounded, 
and fin mary ſt-ong men : And that it may ailo to all men more 
fully diſcove: che deiperate fol'y aud madnets of chote who triumph 
1a their proad imiginations azainſt rhe Tiuch and Scepter of the 
Lord Jetus,tharal} may clearly ſee their houſe is rhe way to hell, go- 
ing down ro the chambers of deathylealt chey ( poor fouls) thro-.gh 


- feigned | 205 margy nr to yield, and forced through the flat- 


ecring of cheir lips, ſhould go after them fra ghe- way, eAran Or 
gorth to (be ſlaughter,or 4s « fool tothe corretiion of the ſtacks, will 
4 dart ftrike thorow their liver, haiting as biras to the j|nare , not 
knowing that it ts for their life , and we by uncharicable fGl-1ce 
would become guilty of their bloud. Now brethren, we commend 
you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able ro hu'ld you 
up,and to give you an inheritance among all chem which are ſanyfi< 
ed, praying that you may ftard upen your watch, 'cloathed with the 
whole armour of God, and that you may be kept blamclefs, hving by 
faith , untill the coming of our Lord and *aviour Jeſi's Chriſt, cor 
caſting away yout confidence, which hath prexe recompence of, re- 


ward: For yer a ktdle while, and he that thall come,willcome, and 
-. ArAtnor carry. The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be yith you all. 


eLZmer. 
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